
Pepper Weevil (Anthonomus eugenii) 
 

 
 
Figure 1 and 2: Adult pepper weevil 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The pepper weevil is a severe pest on hot and sweet pepper. The adults feed on fruit 
and leaf buds and lay eggs on flowers, buds and fruits. The grubs feed inside the 
pepper pods which causes premature fruit drop and can result in loss of whole crops.  
 
 
Biology 
 
Eggs: They are white/ yellow and oval in shape. Eggs measure 0.53 mm in length and 
0.30 mm in width. One female can lay 6 eggs per day and the fecundity averages 341 
eggs. Before laying the egg the female forms an egg cavity with her mouthparts and 
seals the puncture with a light brown fluid that hardens and darkens.  
This spot is visible and one indicator of pest infestation on hot pepper plants.  
 
Larva: Pepper Weevils have three instars, which range in size from 1mm to 3.3mm.  
Because the larvae are aggressive, only one survives inside a single bud, though more 
than one can occur within larger fruits. The mean development time for all three instars 
and a prepupal period is 12.3 days.  
 
Pupa: The pupa resembles the adult in form, except that the wings are not fully 
developed. The pupa state lasts in average for 4.7 days.  
 
Adult: A clean, round hole marks the escape of the beetle from the bud or fruit. Newly 
emerged adults are light brown and darken to a greyish-black in 2 to 3 days. The shape 
of the beetle is oval and the size varies from 2.0-3.5 mm in length and 1.5-1.8 mm in 




